Status epilepticus in children: update and review.
This report presents a brief description and classification of status epilepticus. This neurologic emergency occurs more frequently in young children and elderly adults, although patients of all ages may experience prolonged seizures. The pathophysiology and prognosis of the disorder are presented, as well as a review of drugs commonly used for the treatment of convulsive status epilepticus. The morbidity and mortality of status epilepticus are significant and directly dependent upon prompt and appropriate medical therapy. Advances in understanding various aspects of status epilepticus may lead to improved outcome for affected patients.